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A PLEA TO THvolumelEv Issue l;~~:~~:;~~;i~!~~~;;j~~:::r
out it for a minute before
CO NS CIENC E ~~~t~~~~:g~i~C~}.a~h:tthings motivate us and con-sume our energy? Exams andRobert Landau papers, or perhaps a sports
'minor' accidents. Shall we team or a social event.
wait for that one major accid- They are all activities
ent that ends in disaster? Which are important to you
Males 18 to 20 years old will but really affect no one
most likely have to register but you. Granted they are
for military service this sum~ ~rt of the college exper-
mer. The draft will inevitabl~ lence, but they are in no
follow. It is difficult to ig- w~y complete or comprehen-
nore the ominous looking Tri- Slve.
dent nuclear submarine hulk- Never again in our
ing across the river. This war lives will we have as much
machine is capable of killing leisure time as we do now.
thousands of lives in an in- ~e.are comfortable and pr-
stant. What is it that we are lVlleged. We are not work-
preparing for if it's not ing eight hour days to sup-
war? The horrors of war are port a family. We do not
very real e pec'ally to have to maintain a house or• s "those of us of college age. devote time to raising chi-
So what can be done and ldren. How much time does
what are the solutions? The college really demand. a
first step is awareness. Read few hours of classes and
the newspaper and literature homework each day? How is
handouts, attend lectures. the rest of the time spent?
workshops and symposiums. Are you involved in an act-
Think and discuss these crit- ivity in which the goals
ical issues with your peers. and aims go beyond those of
One does not necessarily have beating the next team or
to be anti-this or anti-that. arranging the next party?
But educate yourself. Become Are they activities of
aware and then commit your- which the implications
self to whatever side you are of'worth and import-
believe in. To jump on a fash. ance to others outside your
ionable bandwagon is just as self-interest? Do these ac-
ignorant as not having the tivities strive for changes
time to read literature or in policy? Do they have
sign a petition- positive social value?
Were your reasons for
not attending the different
symposiums and lectures
really all that important?
It's painfully ironic to
hear students express their
disinterest or lack of con-
cern for issues like nuc-
lear power and the draft
while others here have been
arrested for their moral
commitments. One does not
have to be the great crus-
ader or renegade, but eval-
uate what you have done
this past year concerning
your own awareness and co-
mittments. Recognize your
guilt and feel shame for
your apathy and selfish-
ness.
This essay is not ab-
out the draft or nuclear
energy. It is concerned
with awareness and experie-
nce, with interest and ac-
tivism, and with thought
and growth. Moreover. it
is a means for reflection
and self-evaluation.
Our world has entered
~ dangerously critical per-
lod. The international re-
alm is in a state of grave
disarray. The super-powers
continue to augment their
nuclear stockpiles at a
deadly. rate. Instability in
the Th,rd World nations is
increasing the probability
of a milit.ry csnfrontation.
At home, the harsh effects
of inflation plague our nat-
ion. Our energy resources
are rapidly depleting and
alternatives have y.etto be
proved viable and safe. The
list of ills goes on. The
point is that there exists
very serious problems which
confront our nation.
So what's new1 These
problems have existed for
years. They have precipitat-
ed the much talked about and
predicted "grave and severe"
consequences. We still attend
college as usual. We still
drive our cars and eat well-
balanced meals. Basically,
our lives remain comfortable
and unchanged despite the
cries for peace and conserv-
ation. Why heed the latest
desperate pleas if it hasn't
made any difference in the
past?
Wrongl The fact is that
conditions have changed and
time is rapidly running out.
The current problems are no
longer removed and their sol-
utions cease to lie in rhet-
oric. Failure to derive solut-
ions will be felt by even the
most sheltered and privileged
sectors of society. Conn. Col-
lege is one example.
Let us wake up and face
the music. A nuclear power
plant three miles down the
road has already had several
continued on pageS
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Anger: a displaced element
We have seen a great deal of anger on this campus
in the last two years. There has been anger towards fac-
ulty members because the quality of teaching is not up to
to par with the amount one is paying, and there has been
anger towards the administration because it seems so rem-
oved and unconcerned with our exis~ence. Their only con-
cern seems to be how to save a buck. But this anger is be-
ing channeled in the wrong direction. Instead of attempt-
ing to improve the system, the energy is being displaced.
Destruction, alcoholism, and apathy are its outlets.
We hear students complain and yet when we ask them,
"Have you done anything to solve the problem?" their re-
ply is usually. "I can't do anything. No one will lis.ten
to me." Well, we are all paying a "pretty penny" to att-
end this institution. Sitting back waiting until the
four years are over is neither productive nor satisfying
when one finally graduates. We want THE S¥ARK to be an
outlet that will bring the issues on campus and on the
national and wor·ld level to the students and maybe even
provide a basis for change. If one feels that a problem
needs addressing. then.voicing concern can be the first
step "towards co~recting it.
Connecticut College does not have a newspaper, an
embarrassing situation for all of us. We have taken the
initiative to re-organize THE SPARK to provide the coll~
ege community with a place to channel its anger through
opinionated articles of any sort. Creative works have al-
ways been accepted, and will always be welcome on these
pages. THE SPARK hopes to be actively generating news
and thoughts for the coming year ••
LETTERS
Dear SPARK,
Now that space movies
such as Star Trek and The
Black Hole (a modern remake
of the Philadelphia Story)
are riding a crest of popul-
arity, I think that it is an
appropriate time to relate
to you another space story--
a Connecticut College grad-
u~te's ascent to law school.
R~ght ?ff the bat, things
were dlfferent, people didn't
have red eyes, life was not
discussed in terms of being
plush, harsh or intense, and
get this, some people put ac-
ademics above partying. Let
me repeat that. SOME PEOPLE
PUT ACADEMICS ABOVE PARTYING.
It was quite a revelation.
There are people out there(i.
e., in the real world) who
spend more hours a day work-
ing than listening to Grate-
ful Dead tapes. It wasn't
long before I realized that
law school was doing some de-
structive things to my life
style, for example, my alcohol
tolerance level, which I had
built up over four years of
hard work, was destroyed. May-
be that was because r was sp-
ending more time in the lib-
rary than I used to spend at
The Du'tch,
AS a result" "my
library tolerance level has
increased, I can spend up to
four hours in a library with-
out tossing my cookies. An-
other strange habit that peop-
le have in law school is that
they do reading assignments.
~t first I couldn't understand
this oddity, but it was explai-
ned to me-People go to law
school to learn the law. Wow!
I never would have thought
)f that myself. Nobody is here
to find him/herself and nobody
is here to experience life.
r don't want you to get
the wrong impression. Law sc-
hool does have Qts positive
aspects. When issues of world
wide importance are upon us,
we can watch them unfold on a
large screen color TV in the
student lounge. For example,
when the Pittsburgh Pirates
disposed of the Baltimore Ori-
oles. the Champions of the in-
ferior American League, we saw
Willie Stargell's heroic feats
larger than life.Every sunday
last fall we watched the Pitt-
sburgh Steelers prove that
they are the greatest team in
the history of football. In
addition, we get season
tickets to Pitt Pantherfootball for three doll-
ars. Watch out, they'll
be national'champs next
......... K
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THE SPARK welcomes and en-
courages letters from its
readers on any and all sub-
jects which are relevent
to the College, or on art-
icles or letters which have
appeared within this jour-
nal. Letters shOUld be sent
to THE SPARK
Box 977
Connecticut College
New London. Ct 06)20
THE SPARK is a student-run
journal and editoria~ news-
paper dedicated to present-
ing student and faCUlty op-
inion on campus and non-
campus related SUbjects.
year. th~y have a freshman
quarterback named Danny Ma-
rino •••••never mind, you
just wouldn't understand.
My fellow students have a
sports sophistication far
above the average Conn.
College student. They real-
ize that the true city 9f
champions is 600 miles away
from Boston and 500 miles
away from New York.
continued on page 5
SGA: AN
Bruce Liebman
An evaluation of the st-
udent Government Association
fer 1979-'80 depends en what
the standard criterion is for
judging any"government ...
While there has been much dis
agreement about SGA~s rolefor the past few years, it is
probably instructive to comp-
are what SGA has done this
year with the purpose of anygovernment, namely to insure
that certain rights are pro-
tected. The simple criterion
that THE SPARK has traditio-'
nally employed measures now
w~ll SGA has protected the
r~ght of students to be rep-
resented fairly and with a
forceful voice to the admin-
istration. Thus, ~HE SPARK
applauded last year's SGA
for taking unified action on
the infirmary issue, and cr-
iticized its hesitancy on the
room entering controversy.
Although SGA has been quite
active this year, concern
should be focused not on how
much was accomplished, but
on how well it dealt with themore important issues. such
as the proposed skating rink
overpass. the tuition increa-
ses, and the energy conserv-
ation measures the -Residence
Department urged on everyone.
In 1979-'80, it was not quite
style over substance, but ra-
ther like misdirected action
taking the place of subst-
ance. The accomplishments of
SGA this year can be divided
into two categories. One is
functional, the other is pol-
itical, O~ the functional
side, SGA tightenened rest-
rictions on the number of
Coast Guard cadets allowed to
attend parties, funded clubs
such as Students for Safe En-
ergy. Committee Against Reg-
istration and the Draft, the
Investment Club, the Golf
Club. continued to support
the Big Brother/Big Sisterprogram, formed the Ad Hoc
Dorm Discussion groups, cha-
nged the vote of confidence
procedure for house councils,
voted to allow Abbey resid
ents full dining room privil-
eges on campus, and finally,
SGA drppped its old name of
'''Student Org." None of these
actions appears especiallY
outstanding or different than
those adopted in past years,
EVALUATION
save for the commendable eff-
o~tto publicize its work
and try to get more students
involved. The newsletter.
the Mini-Convention,and the
"ask President Ames" type of
forums, while typically given
little attention, do show
more imagination and enthus-
iasm than in the past.The second part of SGA's
accomplishments this year il-
lustrated its misconception
as to ~ts proper role. This
aforementioned political role
of SGA included the adoption
of an anti-draft resolution,
and the placing on the spring
election ballot a referendum
prcposing student funding of
the Connecticut Public Int-
erest Research Group." Not
surprisingly, this referendum
passed. To be fair, theseactions do not mean that SGA
is actually looking for caus-
es to support and then con-ferring on these favored peo-
ple "o f'f Lc La.l " approval. SGAdoes fund the Young Democrats
and the Young Republicans.
and this does not indicate an
endorsement of either group's
political views. SGA has the
money. so students must go to
them to get fUnded. But bet-
ween the skillful presentat~
ions certain political groups
perform in order to get fund-
ed, and SGA then granting
these groups club status. one
can not help escape the feel-
ing that actions are taken
mainly because SGA has judged
these aauses trendy enough to
deserve support. Imagine if
you will, SGA unanimously ur-
ging 1) nuclear power. 2~ re-
instatement of the draft, and
)) Ronald Reagan for Presid-
ent. The outrage which would
have been directed at SGA in
such a bizarre case would be
justified. since many studentl
wculd claim that SGA does not
speak for them.What is distorted in
these political cases is bas-
ic procedure. Theoretically.
SGA, like any government,
should lead the student body
on a variety of issues. but
the process employed by SGA
in these cases reveals a mis-
understanding as to its prop-
er role in a college context.
In the anti-nuclear power res-
olution, students were told
afterwards by their house
presidents what the proposed
resolution would say. Ideal-
ly. house presidents should
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see if a consensus exists on
an issue, and then presenttheir findings to the assemb-
ly. What credibility does
SGA have in passing political
resolutions in the name of
the "student body" when sofew students participated in
the Mini-Convention? No
doubt. SGA members will res-
pond that the majcrity of
house presidents supportedvarious resolutions and mere-
ly wanted to enlist the supp-
ort of any students who'ag-
reed with these statements.
Perhaps in the abscence of
real issues to confront. sec-
ondary ones are found.In addition to misguid-
ed actions. the problem ofdisinterested and inexperie-
nced house presidents re-app-
eared; during the anti-draft
proposal most of the members
seemed thoroughly bored and
quickly moved to vote on the
issue. During the present-
ation of the Health Services
Committee report on the in-
firmary, it actually had to
be explained. to some of the
members what had transpired
the previous spring when the
administration planned to cutback some of the infirmary's
services.The notion that SGA ig-
nored matters of substance is
net completely true. The end
of the year has seen a ren-
ewed effort to in~titute fair
and just policies to deal
with two of this school's ma-
jor concerns, increasing van-
dalism and the setting off of
fire ext~ishers. I~ a re-
lated vein, establishing and
increasing the scope of the
alcohol awareness committee
could do more to improve the
quality of lffe here than
any number of political res-
elutions.It is unclear whether
any SGA input and/or demands
for a skating rink overpass
would have speeded up thetimetable for such a const-
ruction. ,Similarly, it is
unlikely that SGA mcbilizat-
ion could have prevented tu-
ition increases. However.
the lack of student involve-
ment cr leadership by.SGA en
these issues makes one quest-
ion SGA "s long-run effective-
ness. Given the national
mood for belt-tightening, is
it not possible that SGA
could have recommended a
freeze on the formation of
new clubs and perhaps evenrecommended a uniform reduct~
ion in club money in order to
continued on page 5
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TRIDENT: IS IT
NECESSARY?
Terry Greene
Jean Shapin
The strong opposition to
the Trident submarines is due
to many terrifying facts. Acc-
ording to the Trident Convers-
ion Campaign. each Trident
submarine will be able to car-
ry 24 missiles. Each missile
can carry 17 maneuverable war-
'heads, each of which can be
sent to a different target
with an accuracy of 90 feet.
The missiles use a special
computer ~uidance ~Y6tem cal-
led MARV (maneuverlng re-
entry vehicle), which are pre·
sently being developed. Thus,
a single Trident submarine
will'be able to destroy 408
cities or other targets with
a blast five times the stren-
gth that levelled Hiroshima.
The Navy plans to build 30
Trident submarines by 1992.
The potential accuracy
and power of the Trident II
missiles with MARV systems
are intended to provide the
U.S. with a first strike ca-
pability. This power will
enable the U.S. to destroy
the Soviet Union's missile
silos and thereby eliminate
its military capability. This
first strike policy is not in
accordance with our present
pOlicy of deterrence. whi?h
supposedlY prevents a Sov~et
attack with an assured U.S.
retaliation. With first str-
ike capability there is no
need to hit ~he silos in ret-
aliation as they will already
be empty.The Trident/MARV program
will give the U.S. the option
of initiating a nuclear con-
frontation. The Soviets,
who have been typically fivu
years behind the U.S. in the
arms race. will probably
have their own MARV system
in the 1990's. This develop-
ment will lead to an 'explos-
ively' unstable situation, in
which it would be ~o the
advantage of both countries
to launch its own missiles
first in order to prevent
re~aliation. Once the Soviets
develop MARV, both countries
will live with the fear that
they will be obliterated by
the other.
Besides the inherently
dangerous nature of the Tri-
dent program, it is far ex-
ceeding its projected bUdget.
In 1978 the U.S. lost 120 bil-
lion dollars to military sp-
ending, while the entire world
spent 400 billion on arms.
About 8.8 billion has been
spent to date on the Trident
program with no submarines
yet completed and only two
started. The program is, at
this point. running 50% over
its original budget. The
first submarine is estimated
at 12 billion dollars without
including the cost of missilee
or its nuclear reactmr. Cart-
er's policy of increasing
the military bUdget and cut~-
ing social services to reduce
inflation should be seriously
questioned in light of the ab~
ove facts. The military is
known to be a highly in£lat-
ionary sector of the economy
without producing as many ex-
portable goods as civilian
businesses. As well as mater-
ial resources, the milita~y
drains our intellectual res-
ourceSI one half of the wor·
Ids scientists work on mil-
itary research and develop-
ment.
Construction of the sec-
ond Trident submarine, the
MICHIGAN, was celebrated Sat-
urday, April 26 by dignitar-
ies and Electric Boat workers
while, others mourned its chr-
istening by protesting out-
side .the gates of E.B. The
protesters questioned the
Triedent's necessity and its
implications for the arms
race. They also recognize the
hazardous conditions that ex-
ist at E.B. The company has
one of the worst safety rec-
ords in the country and this
fact was emphasized by the
death of one worker and hos-
pitalization of eight others
due to asbestos poisoning the
Friday before the protest.
Reuresentatives from the comm-
unity, the management, and a
labor conversion committee
hope to retrain workers, and
to convert facilities for ot~
her uses. Those who joined
the protest recognize the Tr-
ident's fihanc~ai, personal,
and world-wide implications
and are determined not to re-
main silent while the world
places its priorities on de-
struction ..
NEWSLETTERS
- from Safe Energy
Ellen Hennd.ok
At the outset of this
academic year, many concern-
ed Connecticut College stu-
dents packed into Oliva Hall
to hear the stories of the
"A Bomb Kid"-John Phillips,
a recent Princeton' .gradua te ,
He spoke of his experiences
and how he had reconstructed
with little difficulty an
atomic bomb. Many energy-
conecdous listeners.. shocked
at the ease with wbich this
task was undertaken, proceed-
ed to hold a brief organizat-
ional meeting after the lect-
ure. Thus was the beginning
of Conn Students for Safe
Energy. Enthusiasm subsided,
yet there still extsted a
strong core of concerned st-
udents. During the first sem-
ester the group spent a
great deal of ti~e in organ-
izing, obtaining members.
and circulating petitions ag-
ainst nuclear power. Many
films were shown with the
purpose of informing the col-
lege community.
During the second ·sem-
ester, the group has estab-
lished a table in Cro three
times a week to sell bumper
stickers, T-shirts, books,
and buttons. At the table,
students have been answering
questions about nuclear pow-
er. The major task of Conn
Students for Safe Energy was
concentrated towards the ev-
ents commemorating the first
anniversary of the accident
at Three Mile Island.
The first event, an in-
formative symposium center-
ing on issues surrounding
Three Mile Island. unfortun-
ately attracted only forty
people. There were six speak-
ers, three in favor of nucl
ear power,-and three opposed
to it.
The highlight and best-
attended event of the week,
and perhaps of the past dec-
ade here was Ralph Nader's
lecture on March 27. The fol-
lowing morning a small group
of dedicated students awaken-
ed at 5.00 AM to watch the
balloon releasing at the Mill-
stone complex. Five hundred
balloons were released. and
each lilada post card attached
to it asking that the card be
returned to the school. The
purpose of the balloon rel-
continued on next page
continued from page four
easing was to see how far
fallout from nuclear radiat-
ion would travel in the ev-
ent of an accident. The rel-
easing received state-wide
newspaper and TV coverage.
Ten postcards were received
from various places in Rhode
Island and Connecticut. Next
year the group plans to rel-
ease one thousand balloons
in the hopes of a better res-
ponse.
Other goals for next
year include improvements of
evacuation plans for the
area. especially the area
surrounding the college. The
group also hopes to have
meetings with organizations
of similar outlook, petition
against the transporting of
waste. plan more teach-ins.
As an ultimate eoal. the
group would Li.ke'to work to
stop the construction of
Millstone III ••
-from CARD
"The Committee Against
Registration and the Draft
(CARD) has been formed to op-
pose the growing drive in
Congress and parts of the Ex-
cutive Branch aimed at re-
activating the Selective Ser-
vice System through compul-
sory registration and class-
ification, and beginning
draft inductions either
through the Military Selec,
tive Service Act or a comp-
ulsory national service pro-
gram." These are the prin-
ciples of national CARD as
stated by the national CARD
newsletter. At Connecticut
College, there exists a
chapter of this organization
whose purposes lie in carry-
ing through these principles.
The first organization-
al meeting of CARD took place
in the fall with a small
turnout. After President
Carter's state of the union
address in January, new con-
cern for the draft issue
arose. Following this add-
ress, bothlpro-draft and
anti-draft students gathered
in K.B. livingroom to discuss
registration and the draft.
The initial steps which the
group took were to set up
informational booths and
circulate petitions which
collected over eight hundred
signatures ••
The main focus of CARD's
efforts this year was the
organization of a Draft In·
formation Week. The week be-
gan with a benefit coffee
house attended by approxi-
mately three hundred people.
On Wednesday afternoon, there
was a faculty symposium at
Which the speakers were
Constance Cole of the Govern-
ment department, Donald
Peppard of the Economics
department, and Bruce Kirmse
of the History department.On ~hursday and Friday after-
noons, the group brought in
speakers from outside the
college, among them were
John Bach from Hartford and
David Landau, a Washington
lobbyist and vice-president
of national CARD.
The week culminated with
a sparsely attended, but
spirited rally. The many
speakers included Dean Alice
Johnson, President Oakes
Ames, Alison Oldhem, and
Amby Barefoot. Music was
provided by Charlie King.
A small core of dedica-
ted workers remain in the
group to continue the goals
through next year. In anti-
cipation of the legislation
passing through Congress,
CARD's goals will change to
include counseling and ad-
vising of c~nscientious
objectors and those not wish-
ing to register for the
draft.
Plea
continued from page one
If you have been act-
ive and committed to a well
reasoned position, then
good for you; continue to
grow. Convey to others how
stimulating, gratifying.
and rewarding activism can
be. If you find this essay
offensive or distasteful,
then at least in a positive
light, you took time out
from your incredibly bUSy
day to read this article
and to react. Maybe this
article has come across in
somewhat a self-righteous
and dogmatic manner. Per-
haps that is what it takes.
Time is running- short on
.our selfish and sheltered
worlds. This is a desperate
plea to the conscienceJ be-
come aware and become ex-
perienced. Get interested
and active. Think and grow ••
page rive
Letters
continued from page two
If you're going to Law
School next year. don't
freak out. Listen to Mr.
Frasure. He gives good ad-
vice. I can remember him
saying, "Don't do it unless
it's what you really want to
do." You'll be prepared,
there are two of us Conn.
Alumna in the first year
class of Pitt Law School
and we're surviving. At
least I'm sure the other
guy is. The-work load is
tough; it pusnes you to your
limits but it doesn't exc-
eed them. You take in a
hell of a lot that you never
thought of before. The Soc-
ratic method of teaching
takes some getting used to,
but soon you learn the sys-
tem and you can sleep in
class without extraordinary
fear. People are no smart·,er. they just know their
shit. Hey, if it doesn't
appeal to you, you can al-
ways be an insurance sales-
man.
Dave Rosenberg
Conn. '79
SGA
continued from page three
supplement the really vital
services on campus?
Recently, Borne have ex-
pressed the view of; "Gee,
wasn't it good that SGA and
the administration got along
so well this year," as indic-
ative of the fine job Mike
Litchman and the executive
board did. If such an opin-
ion purports to lend approv-
al to SGA this year, it is
actually faint praise indeed,
because it indirectly sugg-
ests that last year's SGA
somehow erred in creating dis-
cord between itself and the
administration. This is an-
alogous to the idea that dis-
sent is bad for a democracy.
A more important view,
that SGA could actively urge
measures such as the ones en-
umerated above concerning fi-
nances. thus demonstrates st-
udent willingness to become
responsibly involved in ser-
ious policy questions, and it
also presupposes the idea
that a student government ex-
ists to actively represent
the concerns of students. In
the absence or attitudes
which would lead to what Ralph
Nader called "good pUblic cit-
izenship," what we are left
with is minimal representat-
ion and trivial activity sub-
stituting for real content ••
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AN UNEXPECTED RETURN
Buddy Harris
Jeff returned to college
on sunday evening. It was
cold out. The air was clear.
He was used to the city air.
The air in the country was
clear. It was clearly the air
that welcomed him back to col~
lege. He inhaled. It felt
good. He liked it when it
felt good. He didn't like to
feel bad. Not many people
did. Jeff thought.
His best friend greeted
him back. He had grown a
beard. Jeff couldn't grow a
beard yet. He was jealous.
Jealously, he said hello.
"Hello," said Mitch,
"How was vacation?"
"Good," said J"eff.
"That's good, 10 said
Mitch."And yours?" said Jeff.
"Bad," Mitch said bitt-
erly.
"That's too bad," said
Jeff.
Mitch was jealous of
Jeff. Jeff was no longer
jealous of Mitch. Then they
both went to their rooms.
Jeff and Mitch were no longerbest friends.
Chapter two
It was a cool morning.
As Jeff awoke he felt cool.
He looked out his window. He
saw New London. He pUlled
down the shade. He went back
to sleep: Later. he woke up.
He had mlssed all his class-
es. Manuel Orantes was giving
a l~cture on bUllfighting. Hedeclded to go.
Chapter three
He entered the lecture
hall. It was stuffy inside.
The heat was on too high.
Jeff sat down. He sat next
to a girl. She was gorgeous
Jeff's heart beat faster. It
became hotter in the lecturehall. The girl's name was
Betty.
"Should be'a good lect-ure," said Jeff.
"Yes," said Betty.
"Should be a really goodlecture," Jeff said.
"Yes indeed, to Betty
said.
"What's your name," said
Jeff.
"Betty, and yours 1"
Betty said.
"Jeff," said Jeff.
(with all due respect to
ernest hemingway)
"Nice meeting you, It Bet-
ty said.
"Yes, nice meeting you,"
Jeff said.
The lecture began. Man-
U~l,was talking. Jeff wasn'tllstening. Betty was listen-
ing. Jeff was thinking about
Betty. It would feel good,
he thought. He liked it to
feel good. He didn't like it
t~ feel bad. Not many peopledld, he thought, though he
often wondered.
"Bullfighting has beenbery,bery good to me," Man-uel said •
The lecture was over.
The aUdience was allowed to
ask question~
"Don't yousomeone asked.
~:anuel blushed.
stage. Now tho
really over.
play tennis?"
He left the
lecture was
Chapter four
Jeff asked Betty to go
fishing. They caught two
large tuna grinders. They
were toasted. Later they felt
s'ck. T~ey vo~itted together.It was dlsgust1ng.
Chapter five
The semester was over. It
was a hot May day. It was 89
degrees. 36 celsius? Jeff
packed his car. He didn't say
g?Odbye to Mitch. Betty left
w,thout saying goodbye. Jeff
was pissed. That summer hegrew a beard ••
House In Order
He swept his wood floors clean
not knowing but knowing
why, scrubbed his curtains faint
from white sea-sun and salt
air. A slight old man on a slight
old chair smiling shyly
at his perilous stance-
he'll die next week, alone
though he doesn't know,
but why after curtains are hung
does he sweep the floors I again
and drag his lamp where he's always wanted,
water his plants so the soil seeps over,
pluck briars from Calico's fur.
sit to a warm dinner ignored.
Candle's flame steals him up they lean
to soft winds but a chime reminds
the room a nearer life. He rose
slow. shoving the cat towards his bed, kept
the flame and his clothes on till sun.
Jennifer Johnston
